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DESIGN:RETAIL
FORUM, DETROIT

F OR  OU R  A N N UA L  Fo r u m, 
design:retail entertained and  
informed members of the retail 
design community in Detroit. 
The opening night dinner took 
place Sept. 12 at the Ford Piquette 

Avenue Plant, where attendees mixed and mingled 
surrounded by classic Model T’s and other designs 
from Ford’s early fleet. The Portfolio Awards dinner 
was held Sept. 13 at the Detroit Institute of Arts. 
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→ [ALL PERSONS LISTED FROM LEFT TO RIGHT]  
1. Bruce Barteldt and James Farnell, Little  2. Michele 

Palazzo, Chick-fil-A; Joseph Quijano, Dialectic Inc.; Kent 
Thagard, Chick-fil-A  3. Joe Baer, ZenGenius Inc.; Judy Bell, 
Energetic Retail  4. Jay Long, Visual Creations Inc./Rose 
Displays; Heidi DeMers, The Kroger Co.  5. Megan Douglas and 
Laurie Young, Eyecenter Optometric; Michelle Judkins, Don 
Penn Consulting Engineer 6. Chris Kohlman, Jessica Merz,  
Kara Doll and Krys Roslanowski, Harley-Davidson  7. Cindi 
Kato, CallisonRTKL; Heesun Kim, FRCH; Justin Hill, MG2   
8. Denny Gerdeman, Chute Gerdeman; Lynn Matson, 
Promotion Tech Group; Joe Nevin, Bergmeyer Associates 
Inc. (former)  9. Harry Cunningham and Melisa Flickinger, 
Vera Bradley; Joan Insel, CallisonRTKL  10. Paul Calderon, 
Burlington Stores; Tony Camilletti, D|Fab; Ron Brunette, 
Kilwins Chocolates Franchise Inc.  11. Bahjat Talhouni, 
Shawmut Design and Construction; Eslam Khalil,  
sweetgreen; Alana Thompson, FITCH  12. Brad Lenz,  
Hudson Group; Andrew McQuilkin, BHDP Architecture
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→ [ALL PERSONS LISTED FROM LEFT TO RIGHT]  
13. Chuck Rice, Chick-fil-A; Haley Adam, H-E-B  

14. Niki Varadi, Creative Solutions for Branded 
Environments; Austin Hahn, Calichi Design Group; 
Lauren Chipman, Chipman Design Architecture   
15. (back row l-r) Kathleen Kincer, Traci Maher,  
Jennifer Heidger and Peter Rivera-Pierola, McDonalds 
Corp.; (front row l-r) Emily Peckhart, McDonalds Corp.;  
Gwen Newland and Jenn Allstun, Chick-fil-A   
16. Classic Ford  17. Erin Alley, Gensler; Katie Penn, 
CallisonRTKL; Ryan St.Mary, GANT; Paula Deliso, 
MBH Architects  18. Alison Embrey Medina gives her 
annual trend report  19. Paul Biondolillo, Homestreet 
Bank; Leigh-Ann Razza, CVS Health; Jason Marcoulier, 
Dunkin’ Brands  20. Janelle Schneider, MG2; Jeff 
Fontana, Macy’s  21. The Belt  22.Tony Robson, Crossville 
Inc.; Casie Idle, ID & Design Intl.; Tracey Roesch, 
Crossville Inc.  23. Angela Gearhart, Sleep Number   
24. Tony Camilletti sings
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→ [ALL PERSONS LISTED FROM LEFT TO RIGHT]  
25. Portfolio Awards Dinner  26. Jean-Pal Morresi, Watt Intl.; Cathy Zupancic, TD Bank; 

Anthony Pastore, Ulta Beauty  27. Chris Love, Virtual Visions; Dawn Clark, Nordstrom; Kambiz 
Hemati, Foot Locker Inc.; Bahjat Talhouni, Shawmut Design and Construction  28. Brady Dyer, 
LSI Graphic Solutions; Keith Kovar, Grid/3 International Inc.  29. Jeff Fontana, Macy’s; Niki 
Varadi, Creative Solutions for Branded Environments  30. Robert Perilstein, Vitra Retail; Fred 
Margulies, Onyx Creative  31. Lena Lim, B+N Industries; Alana Thompson and Alasdair Lennox, 
FITCH  32. Denny Gerdeman, Chute Gerdeman; Aaron Spiess, Big Red Rooster, a JLL company; 
Jim Tippmann, FRCH; Joe Nevin, Bergmeyer Associates Inc. (former)  33. Peggy Doughty, The 
Container Store; Jay Long, Visual Creations Inc./Rose Displays; Katelyn Kazanowski, Promotion 
Technology Group  34. Nadine Geering, D|Fab; Wil Cuyco, Gap Inc.  35. Meghan Vallance-Morin, 
Mark’s; Leonard Barszap, Experience Innovation + Design  36. Laura Nuno, Chick-fil-A; 
Janelle Schneider, MG2; Kent Thagard and Michele Palazzo, Chick-fil-A  37. 2018 Retail Design 
Influencers Alasdair Lennox, FITCH; Rachel Shechtman, STORY/Macy’s Inc.; Anthony Pastore, 
Ulta Beauty; Melissa Gonzalez, The Lionesque Group; Ryan Brazelton, Interbrand; Dawn Clark, 
Nordstrom; Randy Ng, FRCH  38. Jeffrey Hastings, Visual Creations Inc./Rose Displays; Janine 
Buettner, Arcvision Inc.; Jesse Moyer, Levis Strauss & Co.; Jessie Sanders, Arcvision Inc.  
39. 2018 Retail Design Luminaries: MJ Munsell, MG2; Cindi Kato, CallisonRTKL; Diane Rambo, 
Big Red Rooster, a JLL company  


